
SMEs: EU AI Act Decision tree

Is your AI system high-risk?
Comply with all high-risk AI 

system obligations 
(e.g. Title III/Chapter3)

Yes

Engage with AI Regulatory 
Sandboxes

• SMEs, including startups, 
should seek priority 
access to AI regulatory 
sandboxes, which are 
designed to support 
innovation while ensuring 
compliance with the Act.

• Determine eligibility and 
apply for sandbox 
participation, ensuring to 
meet the transparent and 
fair criteria within 3 
months of application 

Participate in Innovation 
Support Measures

• Engage in awareness-
raising and training 
activities tailored to the 
needs of SMEs and 
startups.

• Utilize communication 
channels for advice and 
queries about the Act's 
implementation, including 
sandbox participation.

• Facilitate participation in 
the standardization 
development process.

Consider Fees for Conformity 
Assessment

• Assess if the specific 
interests and needs of the 
SME, including market 
size, allow for reduced 
fees for conformity 
assessment under Article 
43.

Access Guidelines and Support

• Utilize guidelines 
developed by the 
Commission on the 
practical implementation 
of the Regulation, paying 
attention to the needs of 
SMEs and startups.

• Engage with the AI Office 
for standardized 
templates, information 
platforms, and 
communication 
campaigns to understand 
obligations under the 
Regulation.

Voluntary Codes of Conduct

• Consider participating in 
the drawing up of codes 
of conduct for AI systems 
other than high-risk, 
focusing on voluntary 
application of specific 
requirements and best 
practices.

Codes of Practice for General-
Purpose AI Models 

• For providers of general-
purpose AI models not 
presenting systemic risks, 
participate in codes of 
practice limited to 
obligations relevant to the 
SME's operations unless a 
broader interest is 
declared.

How does it affect me?

No

• Compliance with regulatory requirements 
• Quality management system 
• Documentation and logs maintenance 
• Conformity assessment CE Marking
• Registration obligation 
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